Hrsfafy teaches EVfi!:f/f/H}'rﬂ, even the ﬁ»rfm*ﬂ.
--744£7/mﬁ.5€ de Lamartine

Have you ever imagined what it might have been like to live in North
America before the Europeans arrived, or during the Revolutionary
War? These times and places can be explored in a variety of historical
writings. History is a subject not only for textbooks and nonfiction but
for fiction, poetry, and drama as well.

Informative nonfiction about history provides factual accounts of
past events, places, and people. Historical fiction, however, combines
fact and fiction in a story set in the past. Like historical fiction, poetry
and drama may also tell a historical event in a fictional story. Using

these genres, a writer can present a new perspective on atl event or

person. Through the various types of historical writings, you can learn

a great deal about a time n history.
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Historical fiction and drama include all the story
elements of fiction: plot, character, setting, and theme.

The author researches the historical period in order to

provide accurate details of the events, people, and places.

History may also be written in poetry. Narrative poetry
s a form that tells a story and includes a setting, plot,

and characters. Narrative poetry can be used to tell a
historic event or the deeds of a heroic historical figure.

YOUR TURN What do you learn about a historical event in
this passage from “Paul Revere's Ride™?

Sources
For all types of historical writing, writers use sources to

research the era, events, and people. A primary source is a

firsthand account of an event or place. Diaries,
autobiographies, interviews, and letters are all primary

sources. A secondary source is an account of an event or
place that is based on other sources. Biographies, textbooks

and historical fiction are types of secondary sources
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| Rewriting the information will help you understand what

fou've read and may provide ideas for further research. As you
read, USE the strategies on this page to help you ParaPhrasi

How to Apply the Skill

To paraphrase, an active reader will:
. Question the main idea and supporting details

. Clarify the information
. Restate ideas in his or her own words

+ Look for supporting evidence

Iry It Now!

‘Read and paraphrase the excerpt below.
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