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Jackaby by William Ritter 
Novel Background Information 

 
 
Overview:  Newly arrived in New Fiddleham, New England, 1892, and in need of a job, Abigail 
Rook meets R. F. Jackaby, an investigator of the unexplained with a keen eye for the 
extraordinary--including the ability to see supernatural beings. Abigail has a gift for noticing ordinary 
but important details, which makes her perfect for the position of Jackaby’s assistant. On her first 
day, Abigail finds herself in the midst of a thrilling case: A serial killer is on the loose. The police are 
convinced it’s an ordinary villain, but Jackaby is certain the foul deeds are the work of the kind of 
creature whose very existence the local authorities--with the exception of a handsome young 
detective named Charlie Cane--seem adamant to deny. 
 
 
Folktales / Fables / Lore: 
 
Click on the links to research information that is necessary to understand the references in the 
novel.  Then, write a brief description for each of the following terms. 
 
Seer~ 
http://www.mythencyclopedia.com/Sa-Sp/Seers.html 
Explanation: 
 
Omen~ 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Omen 
Explanation: 
 
Domovyk/Domovoi~ 
https://esoterx.com/2012/11/27/slavic-domovoi-the-heartbreaking-history-of-a-household-goblin/ 
Explanation: 
 
Kobold~ 
https://www.ancient-origins.net/myths-legends/nature-and-dangers-legendary-kobold-002121 
Explanation: 
 
Klabautermann~ 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Klabautermann 
Explanation: 
 
Banshee~ 
https://www.yourirish.com/folklore/banshees-in-ireland 

http://www.mythencyclopedia.com/Sa-Sp/Seers.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Omen
https://esoterx.com/2012/11/27/slavic-domovoi-the-heartbreaking-history-of-a-household-goblin/
https://www.ancient-origins.net/myths-legends/nature-and-dangers-legendary-kobold-002121
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Klabautermann
https://www.yourirish.com/folklore/banshees-in-ireland


Explanation: 
 
Redcap Goblin~ 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Redcap 
Explanation: 
 
Troll~ 
https://mythology.net/norse/norse-creatures/troll/ 
Explanation: 
 
The Legend of Manu and the Flood~ 
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Manu 
Explanation and Moral: 
 
The Legend of St. George and the Dragon~ 
https://www.storynory.com/st-george-and-the-dragon/ 
Explanation and Moral: 
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